While you're here we
invite you to enjoy
these attractions

® Goldendale Observatory

® Presby Museum

® Mountain View Point

* Maryhill Museum of Art

o Stonehenge and War Memorials
® Golf Course

® Antique Shops

® Buffalo Ranch

® Brooks Memorial State Park
¢ Maryhill State Park

e Dalles Mountain State Park
e Horsethief Lake State Park
® Petroglyphs

¢ Rock Climbing

® Windsurfing

® Pishing

o Winery

o The Dalles Dam

® Whoop-N-Holler Museum

® Rabanco Landfill Tours

Restaurants ® Motels * Gas

RV Parks and Facilities

For further information on tourism in

Goldendale and Klickitat County, contact

The Greater Goldendale Area
Chamber of Commerce
East Broadway, P.O. Box 524,
Goldendale, WA 98620.
Phone (509) 773-3400.
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Fragrant, fresh cut hay
and magestic mountains
overlook the peaceful
Goldendale Valley
nestled against the
Simecoe Mountains.
You're invited to sample
the rich pioneer history
of the area while enjoying
sun,
clean air
and breathtaking views.
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Please appreciate
the beauty of these
homes from «
distance. We ask
that you respect
the individual
homeowners’
privacy and
not trespass
on their
property.
Thank you.

Goldendale’s Early History

The site of Goldendale was first settled in the
late 1850s by a cattleman named Mortimer
Thorp. When two or three other families settled
nearby, Thorp is said to have observed that “the
area was becoming too populated,” whereupon

. he moved his family north to the Yakima Valley.

Thorp’s location was taken up as homestead
by Lyonel J. Kimberland, who later sold 200
acres to John J. Golden. After laying out a
townsite, Golden's first move was to establish a

“church. A camp meeting in the fall of 1871
resulted in the organization of a Methodist
church and naming the town “Goldendale” after
John Golden.

An election in May of 1872 had established
Rockland, now named Dallesport, as the county
seat. Historians are hazy about what happened
next, but there are hints of a midnight ride with

fast horses and the county records. In any event,

the vote in 1878 established Goldendale as the
new county seat.
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On a hot Sunday in May of 1888, while most
of the citizens were a few miles away at a picnic,
fire broke out at the west end of Main Street.
Fanned by the typical west wind, it jumped from
building to building until most of the town was
destroyed. As a direct result of the fire, the town
was rebuilt from locally manufactured brick, and
Main Street was widened by 20 feet in the
business core.

Another noteworthy event in Goldendale’s
young history was the hanging of Henry
Timmerman — the county's only public hanging.
Timmerman was hanged by Sheriff Van Vactor
after being convicted of the murder of his
traveling companion in the east end of the
county. Timmerman proclaimed his innocence
to the end. Although the trial had been held in
Oregon, he promised revenge on the town and
citizens of Goldendale. The great Goldendale fire
ignited the town five weeks later.






